Sermon Starters for Sunday November 14, 2021
by Jonathan Lacock Nisly
Revised Common Lectionary Proper 28 (33)
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

First reading & psalm: 1 Samuel 1:4-20 • 1 Samuel 2:1-10 or Daniel 12:1-3 • Psalm 16
Second reading:
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
Gospel:
Mark 13:1-8
Find more 2021 Climate in the Pulpits resources at IPLdmv.org/ClimatePulpitResources
________________________________________________________________________________________
Why are Christians called to protect Creation and address climate change?
Excerpted from a 2015 statement by the Ecumenical Leaders’ Group of Maryland:
Like all people everywhere, we live from and rely on the health and wellbeing of God’s creation — air, water and
land, wildlife and domestic animals, local ecosystems, biomes, and the great interconnected ecosystem that the
whole Earth shares. Heat-trapping pollution like carbon dioxide and methane, released into the air by humans at
unprecedented levels over the last hundred and fifty years, has damaged and endangered the stability of our
climate, made our oceans more acidic, and is threatening global health and security.
Climate change will harm our neighbors in Maryland. In Maryland, we see the impacts of our reliance on fossil fuels
in many places. Our traditions teach that we are responsible for the most vulnerable people in our communities,
and environmental degradation harms the poor in particular, and makes many sick: older adults face lung
problems, young people deal with asthma, and disenfranchised people of all ages are subjected to pollution in their
communities. We see the impacts of hurricanes and other disasters made worse by climate change. As leaders in a
state with 3,190 miles of coastline, we see how many natural and human treasures rising ocean levels will destroy.
Caring for God’s creation – including all its inhabitants – means slowing and limiting our use of fossil fuels and
significantly reducing our climate pollution.
How can our churches take action on climate change?
Our faith traditions teach the sacred value of repentance. At every moment, we can turn from what is harmful and
choose renewal instead. This fall, our congregation is joining with others to turn, too; towards a future in which we
don’t have to burn anything to heat our communities or our homes.
We must face the ways in which burning methane gas, in particular, is endangering all of us. For too long, many of
us haven’t had a choice—burning gas or oil has been the only way we could heat our homes, draw hot water, or
cook food every day. But in this season, we have come to understand that methane gas causes harm: below ground,
the pipes that bring gas to homes leak and risk explosions; above ground, burning gas inside our homes hurts the
lungs of young and old who breathe indoor pollution; above our heads, burning gas pours heat-trapping pollution
into our skies, accelerating the climate crisis. So in this season, we must choose to turn: to a safer, cleaner, and
more efficient future where everything is electric and draws power from renewable sources. Together, we can turn
towards a clean energy future that protects our neighbors and our common home.
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Today, we ask you to join with congregations across our region in calling on our leaders to guide our communities
away from burning, helping to electrify our homes and to move away from systems of pipes that lock us into using
harmful methane gas.
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Readings:
1 Samuel 1:4-20 and 1 Samuel 2:1-10 • Daniel 12:1-3 and Psalm 16 •
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 • Mark 13:1-8
After the last year and a half of pandemic life, many of us have experienced a range and depth of emotion that is
hard to handle. We can remember the shock and uncertainty of the early days last March; the grief and loss as the
virus spread; the joy and hope that vaccines brought; and now, again, the uncertainty as the pandemic lingers and
we long for a return to normality.
We don’t often experience all of these feelings so closely together and so intensely, but those highs and lows always
have been and always will be a part of our lives. Sharing these feelings together, in community, and finding a way
forward together, in community, is part of what it means to be the church.
In today’s scripture readings, we see God’s people going through that same process. From Hannah’s joy at the birth
of her child, to the prophetic warnings in both Daniel and Mark, these readings contain that full scale of emotion.
We jump back and forth between apocalyptic predictions, hearing the fears of a people imperiled, and songs of
praise, the jubilant shouts of a people who know the power of their God.
In Daniel, we hear of a coming “time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence.”
In the Gospel reading, Jesus foretells the destruction of the temple and follows it up with a warning that “nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be
famines.” That sounds uncomfortably close to some of the things scientists have told us will happen if we
don’t stop runaway climate change. I think many of us now understand the ways in which fossil fuels endanger
our climate and our communities. The energy we use to power the lights and heat our sanctuaries and homes is
perpetuating climate change. As coal and oil and methane gas are burned, climate-warming gases are released into
the air. In the process, our atmosphere, which normally acts as a light sweater, keeping us comfy, is transformed
into a ski jacket on a hot summer day.
And we've seen the effects of this pollution. In [Maryland/DC], we have longer and deadlier summer heat waves. At
the end of October, we saw dramatic flooding along our tidal waterways—flooding that experts tell us will become
much more regular and much more damaging in the coming years.
But we may not be as familiar with the ways in which fossil fuels, particularly methane gas, can endanger us in our
own homes. For too long, many of us haven’t had a choice—burning gas or oil has been the only way we could heat
our homes, draw hot water, or cook food every day. But in this season, we have come to understand that methane
gas causes harm. Below ground, the pipes that bring gas to homes leak and risk explosions. Above ground, burning
gas inside our homes hurts the lungs of young and old who breathe indoor pollution. In fact, a study in Baltimore
[https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/ehp.11349] found that children who grew up in homes with gas stoves
were significantly more likely to suffer from asthma than children who grew up in homes with electric stoves.
That is hard, scary news to take in. And it’s made harder by the fact that changing out stoves is not a cheap fix—for
many, it may not be an option right now. If that’s the case, I do want to quickly mention a few things you can do to
make your gas stove safer. In nice weather, you can open the windows when you’re cooking to keep pollution from
building up. You can buy an air purifier, which scrubs some of that pollution out of the air. You could also buy a
single electric burner, or a hot plate, as a way to reduce the number of days you have to turn on the gas stove.
None of these things, of course, can or should heal the fear and anger you may be feeling about a source of energy
we had been told was safe. Through these warnings from public health experts about our stoves and from
scientists about climate change, it's easy to connect with the cry of alarm in Daniel, that we are nearing
“a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence.”

But thankfully, even in these scary readings, we also hear time and again triumphant reminders of God’s power to
turn with us and achieve justice for the people. In 1st Samuel, Hannah makes it through the grief and despair, and
is eventually able to celebrate the birth of her child. She sings, “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted
in my God... There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”
And Hannah reminds us that this power doesn’t operate in a vacuum. We see, as we do so often throughout the
Bible, God working through God’s people—even, or especially, through those from whom the least is expected. She
says that “the bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength ... the Lord raises up the poor from the
dust; God lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the
pillars of the earth are God’s, and on them God has set the world.”
And I think this brings us to the second half of Jesus’ prediction. He tells the disciples that the scary things they will
face, the disruptions that are to come, are not the end. Instead, “they are but the beginnings of the birthpangs.”
This begs the question—the birth of what? Jesus goes on to say some more about what is to come, but the basic
question remains—is this the birth of a renewed Creation, or the destruction of everything we know?
I think the answer to that question, like so many questions throughout the Bible, is up to us. God empowers God’s
people to do God's work. And so we have a choice! Will we continue with the status quo, burning fossil fuels until
the scenes of destruction come true? Or will we turn away from the burning that endangers our common home and
our neighbors?
As a community, and through our elected leaders, we can start to make a different choice. We can choose to turn
away from burning towards a safer, cleaner, and more efficient future where everything is electric and draws
power from renewable sources. We can turn towards a clean energy future that protects our neighbors and our
common home.
We can speak with our prophetic voices for a future in which we don't have to burn anything.
And as a form of turning together, we will now take action together, and in community! So in a moment, we’re
going to play a few minutes of music, during which I invite everyone to complete their bulletin insert. As a sacred
community, we can deliver a message to our elected leaders: now is the time to stop building homes with methane
gas, and to help our communities in turning away from burning entirely.
[FOR ONLINE GATHERINGS] Even when we’re gathered online, we can take action together, and in community! So
in a moment, we’re going to play a few minutes of music, during which I invite everyone to click on the link we’re
putting [in the chat/in the comments] right now: ipldmv.org/methane Double-click on that link to open a form
where you can deliver a message to your elected leaders: now is the time to stop building homes with methane gas,
and to help our communities in turning away from burning entirely.
Suggested music to play while people complete the form (In Zoom, “Share Screen” > “Advanced” > share audio.)
Please note that licensing for broadcast any of the songs below is the responsibility of your congregation.
Turning of the World (Ruth Pelham) • Turning Song (Rabbi Minna Bromberg) • Turn Me Back (Sara Mosenkis)
[FOR IN PERSON GATHERINGS] I’d like to call your attention to the bulletin insert [hold one up] that you
received this morning. Today, we are joining with congregations across our region in calling on our leaders to
guide our communities away from burning, towards all-electric homes and away from systems of pipes that lock us
into many more years of methane gas. Please fill out the post card on your bulletin insert so that you can share it as
an offering when the collection plate is passed/as you leave today.
May we use our role as a sacred community to choose God's path of justice. May we face our uncertain future and
declare it the birthpangs of a renewed Creation. Amen.

