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INTRODUCTION: VOTE! FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Did you know that there is an election in
Virginia every year? Your vote matters in
every election, as does the environment
and the commonwealth we share. Local
elections affect our quality of life on an
everyday basis including access to clean
water, public transportation and protecting
green space just to name a few.
This year, Virginia citizens will be voting
for a new Governor, Attorney General,
Lieutenant General, and House Delegate
depending on your district. With a federal
administration that is prioritizing climate
action, it is imperative that we build
momentum locally by taking action and
pledging to be
#FaithClimateJusticeVoters.
As we continue to seek environmental
justice and liberation for our neighbors, it
is important to prioritize one of the most
impactful and simple ways to take action
by casting our ballot. Using our voices to
fulfill our civic duty and vote in every
election makes a difference in our local
communities. You can make a difference
by speaking up for creation and your
neighbors by voting for leaders that value
environmental stewardship.
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In Virginia’s last local election only 42% of
registered voters casted their ballots. Though
local and state elections, especially during the
primaries are often shadowed and forgotten, it is
critical to remember that this election can dictate
major infrastructural and systemic changes in the
state, including strengthening environmental
justice statewide by determining cumulative
environmental impacts and codifying an
interagency working group among localities and
municipalities.
As advocates for ourselves and our communities,
by casting our vote we make sure that our state
legislature is composed of the type of candidates
we would like to see lead our communities into a
more just, equitable, and sustainable future.
This year, Virginia Interfaith Power & Light
(VAIPL) would like to challenge you to get
involved, and take action by being a Faith Climate
Justice Voter in every election season and in
Virginia, that means every year.
VAIPL’s goal with creating the 2021 Faith Climate
Justice Voter Guide is to emphasize the need to
support pressing climate issues in the 2021 VA
election. In the upcoming pages, please see key
voting details and environmental justice issue
areas to consider when thinking about choosing a
candidate.

KEY VOTING
DETAILS AND
DATES
OFFICES ON THE
BALLOT:

Governor
Lieutenant
Governor
Attorney
General
House of
Delegates
See the candidates on the ballot at
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/c
asting-a-ballot/candidate-list/
Click this link to find the list of
candidates running for office in the
2021 election.

RESOURCES:
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Find all information related to locating your polling site
and registering to vote on the Virginia citizen portal
website at https://www.elections.virginia.gov/citizenportal/
On this website, you will find all of the info you need to
cast your ballot. Be sure to check out the citizen portal
soon to make sure you’re ready to cast or ballot in
person or as an absentee.
Find your local legislators at
https://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/index.php/
home
Visit this site to determine the state legislators for
your district and region.

It is important to be informed about who
is on the ballot. It is a part of our civic
duty to be informed about the potential
decision makers in our communities.
Being informed allows residents to make
an educated vote that aligns with values
and supports protecting Creation. Virginia
Interfaith Power & Light encourages to be
a #FaithClimateJusticeVoter and pledge
to vote your values today.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES
AND DATES:
Friday, September 17, 2021- First day of
in-person early voting at local voter
registration office
Tuesday, October 12, 2021- Deadline to
register to vote, or update an existing
registration
Friday, October 22 2021- Deadline to
apply for a ballot to be mailed to you.
Requests must be received by your local
voter registration office by 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 23, 2021- Voter
registration offices open for in-person
early voting
Saturday, October 30, 2021- Last day of
in-person early voting at local voter
registration office
Tuesday, November 2, 2021- ELECTION
DAY

Be sure to share critical dates related to
the election with your neighbors. Using
your own personal calendar or VAIPL’s
voter calendar can be a great way to keep
track of these important dates. Getting
everyone in our communities out to the
polls is often negatively impacted by a lack
of information or misinformation regarding
key deadlines, especially for voter
registration. Please use the resources
below to stay up to date on details
regarding the election this year.

CASTING YOUR
VOTE

VOTING FOR ENERGY JUSTICE
The energy affordability crisis is rooted in historical racial and economic
inequities, which still shape the region’s energy sector and circumscribe access to
affordable power.
The need to reform energy standards and regulations are crucial more than ever,
as our economy continues to be negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Too many Virginians are desperate for economic relief, particularly when it comes
to paying monthly bills.
#FaithClimateJusticeVoters can combat energy burden and energy insecurity by
using this year’s election to not only uplift those negatively impacted by high
energy bills, but also communities facing disparities as our state transitions away
from fossil fuel economies. By supporting electoral candidates who understand
both this burden and the need for a clean energy economy, we can capitalize on
the opportunity to chip away at energy inequalities.

TAKE ACTION
Sign our petition for VA legislators to commit to solar and renewable
energy by increasing their budgets and ensuring all Virginians have
access to affordable energy at https://bit.ly/ENERGYJUSTICE
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VOTING FOR ENERGY JUSTICE
Equitable access to safe and clean drinking water is
an integral component of basic human rights.
Pollutants from industry, antiquated water
infrastructure, and rate increases are all threats to
safe, clean water for us all, especially rural
communities, low-income populations, and
communities of color.
As a #FaithClimateJusticeVoter, it is important to
reflect on the value of clean water. To many people, it
is sacred to prioritize and protect Virginia’s water
resources. Some ways to work towards water justice
are increasing funding towards water infrastructure,
and ensuring all Virginians have access to safe and
healthy water.
Participating in local elections especially allows us to
shed light on these issues related to water access,
affordability, and quality and uplift residents in our
communities that are facing water burdens of all
types. Let’s vote and push our state leaders to lessen
the water burden for neighbors.

TAKE ACTION
SHARE YOUR STORY
In addition to voting, hearing the experiences of our neighbors
affected by threats to water access helps to deepen
understanding of the issues communities in our state are
facing. This is why VAIPL wants to hear your experiences. If
you, or your community has ever experienced challenges to
water access, please share your stories (you can remain
anonymous if you choose to) at
http://bit.ly/VAIPLWATERSTORIES

SIGN ON LETTER
Sign our letter to VA legislators encouraging the prioritization
of addressing water burden and ensuring water access in our
frontline and fenceline communities at
http://bit.ly/VAWATERJUSTICE

PN 4

VOTING FOR
TRANSPORTATION JUSTICE
Many Virginians have been and
continue to be locked out of
equitable access to
transportation. Inequitable
transportation planning
profoundly shapes the quality of
life, health, economic and social
opportunities for us all and
especially low-income
communities and communities of
color. Pollution, such as
particulate matter from tires,
breaks, and tailpipes, is released
into communities from vehicles.
Unfortunately, most of this
pollution ends up
disproportionately impacting
communities of color. This drives
up negative public health
consequences such as increased
asthma rates, some of which
have been linked to children living
near high-traffic areas.
Transportation has been
historically racist and inequitable
in VA, presenting the greatest
affordability and accessibility
challenges for those who rely on
transportation the most.

With civic engagement, we can begin to
reimagine VA transportation by calling
for our legislators and those on the
ballot to invest in functional and
sustainable public transportation and
transit infrastructure for communities
across the state. A vote for transit
justice encourages investments in
various forms in the transportation
sector including things like improved
bus stops, bike lanes, and sidewalks to
name a few.
Virginians need clean, affordable,
accessible, and reliable transportation
options available. It is imperative to
prioritize equity and investments in lowincome neighborhoods and
communities of color, and focus on
improving accessibility, including
affordability. This means not only
getting more electric vehicles on the
road, but also transforming our
transportation systems to address
decades of inequitable, unhealthy, and
unsustainable planning moving towards
transportation justice. Support the
reduction of greenhouse gases in the
transportation sector and advocate for
increased autonomy of transit riders by
remembering to vote with transit justice
in mind.

TAKE ACTION
Sign our petition to Governor Northam to support
equitable and modern transportation at
https://bit.ly/TRANSITJUSTICE
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APPENDIX
FCJV CALENDAR
Use this mindful calendar to track important election deadlines and dates up until
election day. Please share the calendar and click the active links by downloading
the calendar here.

