
“	Ain’t you got a right 	

	

“	

																																																																																											to	the	Tree	of	Life?						
—	GUY	CARAWAN	

	

All	faith	traditions	teach	the	sacred	worth	of	every	person,	and	affirm	our	
interdependence	with	each	other	and	with	our	natural	world.	But	too	often,	only	
some	have	been	able	to	enjoy	nature’s	abundance,	while	others	have	been	forced	
to	bear	more	than	their	share	of	our	pollution	and	waste.	This	is	not	right.	
		

Our	pollution	is	impacting	communities	across	Virginia:	our	air	and	water	are	
poisoned	by	coal	mining	and	burning;	our	land	is	seized	for	pipelines;	our	low-
lying	neighborhoods	are	flooded	by	rising	sea	levels	and	our	land	is	targeted	for	
landfills	and	other	toxic	facilities.	Pollution	disproportionately	burdens	
marginalized	communities.	Yet	residents	of	these	communities	persist	in	
advocating	for	their	health	and	environmental	quality,	demonstrating	resilience	
and	power.	We	must	stand	with	them.		
	

The	climate	crisis	makes	our	sacred	responsibility	to	address	environmental	
injustice	even	more	urgent:	burning	fossil	fuels	is	pouring	heat-trapping	climate	
pollution	into	our	atmosphere,	and	those	least	responsible	for	damaging	our	
climate,	here	and	around	the	world,	are	among	the	first	to	suffer	consequences.		
	

This	week,	our	congregation	is	raising	up		
environmental	justice	alongside	fellow	faith	communities.	
	
As	we	work	together	to	repair	our	damaged	climate,	we	affirm	that	every	person	
has	an	equal	right,	as	the	old	song	says,	“to	the	Tree	of	Life.”	We	must	make	sure	
that	everyone	most	impacted	—	including	low-income	people,	people	of	color,	
the	vulnerable,	and	those	on	the	frontlines	—	are	part	of	every	solution.		
	

Today,	we	ask	you	to	join	with	faith	
leaders	and	congregations	statewide	
who	are	calling	on	our	elected	leaders		
at	all	levels	of	government	to	create	fair	
and	just	climate	policies.	
	

Join	us	by	filling	out	this	card:		
	

 
Dear Virginia Elected Leader,  
 

I am part of _____________________________, a congregation that cares for 
our neighbors and all Creation. I am deeply concerned about climate change. 
In your work, please center the concerns of those most vulnerable and 
most impacted by the climate crisis. They must be integral partners in all 
deliberations and decisions as we collectively work to solve the climate crisis. 
Specifically: please create a permanent Council on Environmental Justice and fund it 
appropriately; require new projects to complete environmental justice analyses; and 
require state and local agencies to regularly conduct environmental justice reviews.  
 
Name: ______________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________  Phone: __________________ 
 
Street Address: _______________________________ Zip: _____________ 

“	Ain’t you got a right 	

	

“	

																																																																																											to	the	Tree	of	Life?						
—	GUY	CARAWAN	

	

All	faith	traditions	teach	the	sacred	worth	of	every	person,	and	affirm	our	
interdependence	with	each	other	and	with	our	natural	world.	But	too	often,	only	
some	have	been	able	to	enjoy	nature’s	abundance,	while	others	have	been	forced	
to	bear	more	than	their	share	of	our	pollution	and	waste.	This	is	not	right.	
		

Our	pollution	is	impacting	communities	across	Virginia:	our	air	and	water	are	
poisoned	by	coal	mining	and	burning;	our	land	is	seized	for	pipelines;	our	low-
lying	neighborhoods	are	flooded	by	rising	sea	levels	and	our	land	is	targeted	for	
landfills	and	other	toxic	facilities.	Pollution	disproportionately	burdens	
marginalized	communities.	Yet	residents	of	these	communities	persist	in	
advocating	for	their	health	and	environmental	quality,	demonstrating	resilience	
and	power.	We	must	stand	with	them.		
	

The	climate	crisis	makes	our	sacred	responsibility	to	address	environmental	
injustice	even	more	urgent:	burning	fossil	fuels	is	pouring	heat-trapping	climate	
pollution	into	our	atmosphere,	and	those	least	responsible	for	damaging	our	
climate,	here	and	around	the	world,	are	among	the	first	to	suffer	consequences.		
	

This	week,	our	congregation	is	raising	up		
environmental	justice	alongside	fellow	faith	communities.	
	
As	we	work	together	to	repair	our	damaged	climate,	we	affirm	that	every	person	
has	an	equal	right,	as	the	old	song	says,	“to	the	Tree	of	Life.”	We	must	make	sure	
that	everyone	most	impacted	—	including	low-income	people,	people	of	color,	
the	vulnerable,	and	those	on	the	frontlines	—	are	part	of	every	solution.		
	

Today,	we	ask	you	to	join	with	faith	
leaders	and	congregations	statewide	
who	are	calling	on	our	elected	leaders		
at	all	levels	of	government	to	create	fair	
and	just	climate	policies.	
	

Join	us	by	filling	out	this	card:		
	

 
Dear Virginia Elected Leader,  
 

I am part of _____________________________, a congregation that cares for 
our neighbors and all Creation. I am deeply concerned about climate change. 
In your work, please center the concerns of those most vulnerable and 
most impacted by the climate crisis. They must be integral partners in all 
deliberations and decisions as we collectively work to solve the climate crisis. 
Specifically: please create a permanent Council on Environmental Justice and fund it 
appropriately; require new projects to complete environmental justice analyses; and 
require state and local agencies to regularly conduct environmental justice reviews.  
 
Name: ______________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________  Phone: __________________ 
 
Street Address: _______________________________ Zip: _____________ 

	


